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Tonight... 

... Dr. Frank Scheelings is a keen local natural historian with a strong interest in photography, and in the flora and 
fauna of Australia. He is an active field researcher. Frank is also an executive member of the Australian Plant Society 
(Geelong), with a particular interest in alpine plants. Tonight Frank will be speaking about one of his favourite subjects, 
spiders. 

At the February meeting... 

... Beth Ross will be talking about weeds. 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site frequently. 

GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~afnc/ 
e-maii address: afnc@vicnet.net.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


GFNC’s webpage 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~afnc/ 


GFNC’s Facebook 

http://wvvw.faceboQk.com/aeelonafnc 


The photo on the front cover, by Ian Smissen, is of a Freckled 
Duck at Lake Lome, Drysdale. 

The photo on the back cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of a 
Horned Orchid, Shiney Eye Track, Anglesea, January 2014. 

















































What's up 


...Dean Hewish 


T his Christmas, there was a new star in the sky. Of course, it 
was not the Christmas star. Actually, it was rather difficult to 
see at all because of the weather and its low position in the 
southern sky. John Seach in New South Wales discovered it on 
December 20. 

The technical name for the star is Nova (new star) Centauri 2013 
(after the constellation it occurred in and the year). A nova is a 
star that shows a dramatic increase in brightness. There are 
various categories of nova recognised, with a supernova being 
the brightest and most spectacular. 

Some people described Nova Centauri as a supernova soon 
after its appearance, but it was much less violent. A supernova 
occurs when a giant star runs out of hydrogen fuel and collapses 
on itself, creating extreme temperatures and blowing most of its 
mass out into space. This kind of nova is fortunately rare, as it 
has the potential for devastating stars and planets in its vicinity 
with the enormous release of radiation. Coincidently, a 
supernova appeared in the galaxy M82 in the last weeks of 
January, but it is not visible from here. An 'ordinary' nova occurs 
in a multiple star system containing a relatively normal star 


closely orbiting a white dwarf star. The white dwarf is an old star 
that has used up most of its hydrogen fuel and has collapsed into 
a very dense body. Tidal forces from the white dwarf’s gravitation 
strip hydrogen from the normal star as they orbit each other. The 
hydrogen accumulates on the surface of the white dwarf, 
eventually reaching critical mass and exploding to produce the 
nova. The stars are often not badly damaged by the event and 
the whole process can begin again, creating another explosion at 
a later date. The intervals between explosions can be regular or 
irregular. 

This is what occurred with Nova Centauri 2013. The nova was 
located in the sky near Beta Centauri, the fainter of the two 
Pointers, and was quite low on the southern horizon in the 
evening. It was visible with the naked eye at its maximum, but 
was not as bright as Beta Centauri. 

Just before Christmas, the clouds parted enough for us to catch 
a glimpse of the nova and I managed to see it again late on New 
Year’s eve, by which time it was fading. Events like this occur in 
the sky reasonably often, but many are too faint to see with the 
naked eye, or only visible in the Northern Hemisphere. 


Notes from afar 


A fter Christmas Rosemary, Peter and I went to Mooloolaba, a 
place of exquisite beaches, headlands and a beautiful river, 
for a family holiday. Everyone loves Mooloolaba, so the high rise 
apartment blocks crowd the foreshore, the river is full of marinas 
and the shopping spectacular. 

In spite of the hinterland not many kilometres away I wondered if 
any wildlife could exist here. I was wrong—some still claim their 
rights, but many we expected were missing. 

The first morning as I emerged from sleep a pair of Pied 
Butcherbirds were pouring their rich and melodious song back 
and forth to each other. At 7 a.m. an osprey was patrolling the 
waters above us beyond the breakers (Real Queenslanders are 

jogging and surfing at 5.!). As well as pleasure-boats, there 

are very many fishing trawlers, cool-storage sheds and 
warehouses. Mooloolaba remains firmly a fishing port, and the 
waters teem with life. 

On many days we saw a White-bellied Sea-eagle soaring above 
us, a Pied Cormorant and a few Silver Gulls. Once there was a 
Reef Heron poking about the rocks, and Rosemary confirmed 
that it was a pair of Grey-tailed Tattlers that flew off in fright when 
I blundered into their territory. She also saw a Pied 
Oystercatcher. 

From the caravan one afternoon we heard a flock of Noisy 
Miners kicking up a fuss. 

There's something happening in the bird world,’ I commented. 
Some of us got up to look. 

A delicate She-oak was leaning over the sea wall just near us. A 
pair of Black-backed Magpies was in the tree, two Mudlarks, 
a pair of Pied Butcherbirds joined the fray, and more Noisy 
Miners came in as well. All were calling loudly, raising the alarm, 
hopping about, jabbing their beaks towards something. 


...Lynne Clarke 

‘If I was in Africa I would say there must be an owl in the tree,’ 

I said. 

‘Is it a snake, perhaps?’ Lisa said. 

To our surprise a small Ring-tailed Possum clambered down, 
many birds in hot pursuit. 

‘A possum!’ we exclaimed. ‘Why would big birds like that not like 
a possum?’ We did not know. ’There was a sick one going past 

here the other day,’ said Lisa. ‘Maybe it was that one.’ 

We would never know. The possum scrambled into the tangled 
greenery covering the rock wall, and disappeared. The birds 
quickly dispersed, their task accomplished. Had they been just 
beguiling the tedium of a long afternoon with a little unnecessary 
persecution? 

The barbecue area where we often ate was also frequented by 
large and fierce-looking Eastern Water Dragons. They ran down 
the rock wall and across the grass, probably waiting for 
scraps. Baby Jack was transfixed by them. All of us followed 
their progress and laughed at being so carefully watched from 
the top of the rock wall by these amazing and gentle 
lizards. Though perhaps not so gentle. We were told that they 
had fairly recently supplanted the Blue-tonged Lizards which 
once were resident there. 

There were plenty of Rainbow Lorikeets about. The screeching 
of many hundreds of them from stately Norfolk Island Pines on 
the foreshore beside expensive-looking apartments filled the air 
as dusk approached each evening. Geoffrey walked past there 
pushing Baby Jack about 5 a.m. on New Year's morning, the 
lorikeets in full voice. 

‘I wonder how the revellers liked that this morning?’ he 
commented on his return. 
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Fauna report 


...Trevor Pescott 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

1 

20/12/13 

Yaugher. Came to drink at small waterhole, 5.00 p.m. 

SI 


1 

28/12/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith. Digging into a nest of small black ants; it was 
half buried. About 20 minutes later it had gone, but left a gouge about 

50 cm long in the nest. 

WCOK 


1 

01/01/14 

Whinray Road, Meredith. Rustling in the long dry grass led me to an 
echidna 1 would not have seen otherwise. It dug in when it heard me and 

20 minutes later it had gone. 

WCo 


1 

14/01/14 

Jan Juc. Walking along the track beside Clubhouse Road, foraging in the 
shady areas, unfazed by numerous people walking past. This about 200 m 
west of the SLSC. 

GGt 

Koala 

1 

31/12/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith. Sitting on the road, walked off and climbed a tree 
when disturbed. 

WCOK 


1 

01/01/14 

Whinray Road, Meredith. Asleep on a horizontal branch of a recently dead 
Black Wattle. It was lying along the branch with its head on its hands, like 
a child. Its rump was against a tree fork. When 1 returned 20 minutes later, 
it lifted its head and looked at me sleepily. 

WCo 

Common Brushtail Possum 

1 

19/12/13 

Geelong. Road-killed, Latrobe Terrace at Sharp Street opposite Kardinia 
Park. 

PP 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

3 

11/12/13 

Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith. Seen separately. 

WCo 


1 

08/01/14 

Lovely Banks. Road-killed, Geelong Ring Road at Anakie Road. 

TP 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

2+ 

oQnzns 

Belmont. At least two feeding on ripe plums in our garden at night. 

TP 

Brown Hare 

1 

09/01/14 

Balliang. Ran beside the dry bed of Little River at Lees Bridge. 

TP 


Next fauna survey 
You Yangs part 2 
6-9 February 2014 

In January, the first part of a fauna survey of the You Yangs 
Regional Park was carried out with a search for reptiles in the 
Stockyards area, and harp traps were set in the south-eastern 
section. We will continue this survey by setting harp traps, as 
well as funnels and cameras, in the area along Hovells Creek 
between Sandy Creek Road and Wooloomanata. 

Thursday 6 February: meet at the car park on Sandy Creek 
Road at 2.00 p.m., to set harp traps. 

Friday 7 to Sunday 9 February: meet as above at 7.00 a.m. 
on each of the three days. 

Advance notice : In March we will return to further our study of the 
mammals at the Floating Islands Reserve in the Stony Rises, 
and in April we will look at Distillery Creek area. 


Koala Conservation Volunteer Day 

Help create koala habitat and learn about koalas! 

Meet Melbourne’s most famous koalas! 

Learn how koala researchers identify koalas! 

Echidna Walkabout Nature Tours and Wildlife Research are 
holding two Koala Conservation Volunteer Days at the You 
Yangs on Saturday 15 February and Sunday 23 March 
respectively. 

The days are free—although donations to assist koala research 
are welcome. 

Participants are asked to bring lunch, gardening gloves, 
binoculars and drinking water! 

Bookings and enquiries to Echidna Walkabout Tours on 03 9646 
8249 or email <enquiries(g)echidnawalkabout.com.au> 


Flatworm identification correction 

In the last issue of Geelong Naturalist (December 2013), an identification of a flatworm found at the Floating Islands Reserve during 
our fauna survey was published. The comments were from Dr Leigh Winsor who suggested the specimen ‘probably belongs to the 
Fletchamia mediolineata complex.’ 

Subsequently he has reviewed that identification and states— As I indicated to you I thought that it was in the Fletchamia mediolineata 
complex. However, something kept nagging at me as the specimen looked too robust to be a Fletchamia. / am now confident that it is 
Artioposthia howitti obsoleta—no more nagging doubts. 
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Reptiles and amphibians (Herps) 


Garden Skink 

1 

09/01/14 

Lees Bridge, Balliang. On the rocks on the dry bed of Little River. 

TP 

Southern Water Skink 

1 

09/01/14 

Buckley Falls. On rocks about 1 m from the river opposite the 
cascades from the Paper Mill. 

HSc, LBr 

Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

02/01/14 

Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith. At 4.45 p.m., walked 
through a garden-bed of shrubs and weeds; it stopped twice and 
appeared to eat. 

WCo 

Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

09/01/14 

You Yangs. Crossed Granite Road just west of Sandy Creek Rd. 

TP 


1 

09/01/14 

You Yangs. Road-killed on Forest Road about 500 m south of 

Branch Road. 

TP 

Lowland Copperhead Snake 

1 

23/12/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith. Sunning in short grass beside a dam, 
moved back into tussocks when disturbed. 

CCo 

Eastern Tiger Snake 

1 

19/12/13 

Winchelsea. Swimming across a large waterhole beside Winchelsea 
-Deans Marsh Road near the Barwon River crossing. 

TP 


1 

20/12/13 

Forrest. Dead on the main retaining wall of West Barwon Res. 

SI, TP 


1 

09/01/14 

You Yangs. Road-killed on Granite Road just west of Sandy Ck Rd. 

TP 


1 

21/01/14 

Buckley Falls Park. 10.00 a.m. The snake swam from the lignum 
next to the fishing pier (at the car park at Cyril Synot Rd, Fyansford), 
over to the Highton side of the Barwon River. 

HSc, LBr 

Eastern Snake-necked Turtle 


21/01/14 

Barwon River, near the car park at the end of Cyril Synot Road, 
Fyansford. Fishermen on river bank near fishing platform caught 5 
on their lines; released. This area has deeper water, is not rocky 
with rapids. 

HSc, LBr 

Growling Grass Frog 

Many 

31/12/13 

Avalon. They were calling in a continuous chorus from the dense 
vegetation beside a broad freshwater pond just inside the gate into 
the Western Treatment Plant, at 11.00 a.m. The following day there 
was cl 3 mm of rain. Was their wonderful chorus a weather 
forecast? 

TP 


Other fauna 


Eastern Gambusia 

Many 

20/12/13 

Forrest. In the shallows of the overflow from the West Barwon 

SI, TP 

(Mosquitofish) 



Reservoir, along with other small fish, possibly Galaxias. 



Observers: CCo, Colin Cook; GGt, Geoff Gates; HSc, Helen Schofield; LBr, Lance Brequet; PP, Priscilla Pescott; SI, Shona Innes; 
TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook; WCOK, Wendy, Colin, Owen and Kristen Cook. 


Gherang Gherang Bushland Reserve fauna survey 
2-8 December 2013 


GPS 55 250679E, 5756597N, 128m alt. 

All trapping is undertaken in accordance with our DSE Permit 10006519 and WSIAEC Permit 27.12 

...Trevor Pescott 


Site 

The reserve is on the west side of Forest Road, between Gray’s 
and Norton Roads. The Club visited the reserve on 15 October 
2011 when the vegetation was described and plant and bird lists 
compiled. (See Geelong Naturalist yo\. 47, no. 07, November 
2011). The current survey is a follow-up to that visit. 

Weather 

Mainly cool and overcast. 

Elliott traps 

40 small Elliott traps were set on 5 December, in 2 transects 
each of 10 traps and one transect of 20 traps. 

The bait was the standard herbivore mix of peanut butter, golden 
syrup and oatmeal. Dacron fibre was used as bedding. The traps 
were not enclosed in rainproof covers as the forecast was for 
mainly fine if cool weather. 


Results 

Nothing caught, but one trap was overturned and another had 
the bedding pulled out. 

Funnel traps 

15 m of fencing was set in place and 7 funnel traps were placed 
along the fence. 

Results 

Garden Skink Lamphropholis guichenoti: two small individuals 
were caught. 

Harp Trap 

One harp was set on 2 December for one night. 

Results 

The night proved to be cool and no bats were caught. 
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Birds 


Cameras 

The Club’s cameras were not used in this survey. 

Mammals 

Short-beaked Echidna : many extensive areas of digging where 
echidnas had been feeding, but no animals seen. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo : several seen; there are many well- 
defined tracks that are apparently used by kangaroos, and 
we found one ‘dust bath’ site. 

Red Fox : none seen but one scat, containing what appeared to 
be boneseed seeds, was found. 

Reptiles 

Garden Skink : two caught in the funnel traps. 

Weasel Skink: a large, beautifully-coloured individual was found 
under a small piece of corrugated roofing iron. 

Amphibians 

None seen or heard. 

Other fauna 

Common Brown Butterfly : many, both male and female present. 

Painted Lady Butterfly: a few seen. 

Satin-green Forester Moth : many, some feeding on the flowers of 
a Small Grass-tree. 


Galah 

Crimson Rosella 
Eastern Rosella 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Sacred Kingfisher 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Brown Thornbill 

Comments 

The results were very disappointing; however, the cool weather 
no doubt contributed to the small return for the funnels and harp. 
The area has promise and it is suggested that we make another 
attempt in the early autumn. 

Thanks 

To Parks Victoria for permission to undertake the survey in the 
reserve. 

To Margaret, Alison, Jason and Phil for assistance in setting, 
checking and collecting the equipment. 


Striated Pardalote 
Eastern Spinebill 
White-eared Honeyeater (incl. 

old nest) 

Red Wattlebird 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Rufous Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Australian Magpie 
Grey Currawong 
Eastern Yellow Robin (incl. 
old nest) 



Gould’s Wattled Bat, You Yangs, January 2014 

Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Mosquito Fish, You Yangs, January 2014 

Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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You Yangs fauna survey, part 1 
8-12 January 2014 

All trapping is undertaken in accordance with our DSE Permit 10006519 and WSIAEC Permit 27.12 

...Trevor Pescott 


A lthough there was no scheduled survey for January, a spell 
of fine, warm weather provided an opportunity to begin a 
fauna survey the You Yangs. The results are as follows. 

Funnel trapping 

The site selected for this part of the survey was a rocky ridge 
opposite the Stockyards car-park at the north-west section of the 
park. It was here on a previous occasion, about 10 years ago, 
that a Little Whip Snake had been found under a slab of granite. 
We set one 10 m-long and two 5 m-long sections of drift fence 
against which we placed 7 funnel traps. 

They were put in place on Wednesday 08/01/14, checked daily, 
and removed on Sunday 12/01/14. 

GPS 55 274766E, 5798050N, 215 m alt. 

Results 

Eastern Three-lined Skink Bassiana duperreyi: 3 caught. 

Striped Skink Ctenotus robustus: 4 caught. 

Garden Skink Lamphropholis guichenotr. 3 caught and another 
observed nearby. 

Harp trapping 

Two harp traps were set at each of three localities for one night. 
Site 1: 10/01/14. Branding Yard Road, southern section, under a 
canopy of trees, mainly River Red Gums. 

GPS 55 274322E, 5795507N, 82 m alt. 

Site 2: 11/01/14. Branding Yard waterholes, in the open at the 
end of one of the large waterholes. 

GPS 55 274298E, 5796452N, 106 m alt. 

Site 3: 12/01/14. Seed Garden Track, under a canopy of trees, 
mainly Yellow Gums and River Red Gums. 

GPS 55 274844E, 5794977N, 53 m alt. 


Results 

Site 1: Gould’s Wattled Bat: 2M/0F 
Lesser Long-eared Bat: 1M/2F 
Little Forest Bat: 15M/12F 
Site 2: nil. 

Site 3: Gould’s Wattled Bat: 3M/2F 
Chocolate Wattled Bat: 1 M/1 F 
Southern Forest Bat: 2M/2F 
Little Forest Bat: 7M/2F 

Other fauna 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo : several seen. 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby: several seen. 

Tree Dragon : one at Big Rock on 09/01/14. 

Eastern Gumbusia (Mosouitofish): small numbers caught in a dip 
net in a waterhole beside Great Circle Drive near Robins 
Road, on 08/01/14. 

Common Yabbv : small numbers caught as above. 

Moth : caught in harp trap at site 1, Family Cossidae Endoxyla 
encalypti. 

Raspy or Tree Cricket : caught in funnel. Family Gryllacrididae. 
Fiddler Beetle : several on a flowering Sweet Bursaria at Big 
Rock on 09/01/14. 

Thanks 

To Parks Victoria for permission to carry out the survey. 

To Janine, Deborah, Jason and Kerry for their help in setting, 
checking and picking up the equipment, and to Marilyn for 
identifying the moth. 


Geelong’s gumtrees: the stringybarks 

...Trevor Pescott 


T he ‘true’ stringybarks, if I can use that term, contain two of 
the most notable of all the gumtrees in Australia. 

One, the Messmate Eucalyptus obliqua, was the first in this vast 
genus to be formally described and named while a second, the 
Mountain Ash E. regnans, is the world’s tallest flowering plant. 
Ironically these two trees have another interesting 
characteristic—in the Otway Ranges they have produced a 
hybrid known as the Otway Messmate E. obliqua x regnans. 

Four species of stringybark are indigenous to, and quite common 
in, the Geelong-Otway region, while another is included on the 
You Yangs plant list, perhaps because of individuals that have 
survived in the former ‘seed garden’ plantings in the Eastern 
Paddock (East Flat). They all gain their common name from the 
stringy, fibrous bark that is on all or part of the trunk and 
branches. 

Red Stringybark E. macrorhyncha 

Known from the Brisbane Ranges and You Yangs, and further 
north, but not in the Otway Ranges or the coastal areas, it can 
reach a maximum of about 35 m, although it is rarely as tall as 
that in the local region, where it grows on shallow and stony 
soils. 


The bark is stringy on the trunk and small branches. 

The leaves are less oblique than the other species and are up to 
150 mm long and 25 mm wide. 

Buds occur in groups from 7 to 11, and they are on a peduncle 
up to 15 mm long. The bud-caps, or opercula, are conical with a 
long, narrow point. 

Seed-capsules are hemispherical or top-shaped, between 7 and 
12 mm wide, with 3 sharply-pointed valves projecting above the 
rim. 

Brown Stringybark E. baxterl 

Widely distributed, being listed for most areas except the basalt 
plains west of Geelong. 

While it grows to 40 m tall under ideal conditions of good soil and 
rainfall, it is usually smaller in our part of Victoria; indeed along 
the Otways coast where it grows on the cliff-tops, it often has a 
multi-stemmed Mallee-type growth and is less than 2 m high. 

The bark is brown and stringy to the smallest branches. 

The leaves are oblique, vary from 50 to 150 mm long, and are 
thick and broad when the tree is in the exposed sites. 

Buds occur in groups of from 7 to 15 on a peduncle of about 
12 mm long, and the opercula are rounded and warty. 
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Seed-capsules are sessile or on 
a short pedicel, 7-15 mm wide, 
hemispherical with slightly 
projecting valves. 


Mountain Ash E. regnans 

A superb tree confined to the 
high rainfall areas in the Otway 
Ranges, it has been, and still is Mountain Ash 
regarded as the premier 
hardwood in terms of timber. 

Sadly large areas of Mountain Ash 
forest were stripped in often futile 
attempts to open the Otways to 
agriculture, and it is not 
uncommon to read of forest blocks 
burnt simply to kill the giant trees. 

Many of the timber mills also relied 
on Mountain Ash as their main 
product with vast quantities of saw 
logs taken out. With the creation of 
the Great Otway National Park 
some protection has come to the 
ash, but fires, both deliberately lit 
and accidental, remain a clear 

Red Stringbark 

Mountain Ash can grow to over 

90 m when in a sheltered site, but considerably less in most of 
the Otway Ranges. 

It has a straight trunk on which rough bark persists for the first 10 
-15 m, but on the higher parts of the trunk, and on the branches, 
the bark is smooth, white or pale grey. This peels off and hangs 
in ribbons from the branches. 

The leaves are lanceolate in shape, up to 180 mm long, and 
relatively narrow. 

The buds are in groups of 7 to 12, axillary and often in pairs from 
each leaf base. 

The capsules are small—up to 7 mm wide, obconical or cup¬ 
shaped. The valves are small and reach about the rim of the 
capsule. 


Messmate E. obliqua 

This is one of the most abundant 
and widespread of all the local 
gumtrees, and perhaps the most 
variable in growth pattern. In the 
Otway forest it is tall and straight¬ 
trunked while on the exposed 
coastal cliffs it may be only a 
metre or so tall and spreading 
near ground level. 

It was the first eucalypt to be 
formally described and named 
from specimens collected at 
Adventure Bay, Tasmania on 26 
January 1777. It was given its 
name in 1788. 

The bark is coarse and stringy on 
the trunk and on the small 
branches. 

The leaves are up to 160 mm 
long and 10 mm wide, and they 
are conspicuously oblique at the 
base. 

Buds are in groups of 7 to 15 on 
a distinct peduncle, long and 
narrow with a small pointed cap. 
The cup-shaped capsules are 
borne on a short pedicel, and 
measure about 6-9 mm wide; 
the valves are enclosed below 
the rim. 


Otway Messmate E obliqua x 
regnans 

Confined to the high rainfall 
areas of the Otway Ranges, it 
resembles a Mountain Ash in 
trunk and bark, but the buds 
and seed-capsules are similar 
to those of the Messmate. 

The best-known individual 
specimen was The Big Tree’ in 
Melba Gully which in 1987 was 
found to have a girth of 16.62 m 
and a height to its storm- 
battered crown of 31.5 m—‘one 
of the largest in Victoria’ 
according to the citation in the 
National Trust Database. It was 
estimated to be over 300 years 
old. Sadly in 2009, it died due 
to age and storm damage, but there are many others in the 
immediate vicinity. 


References 

Brooker, M.I.H. & Kleinig, D.A. (2006) Field Guide to Eucalypts. 

Vol. 1, 3rd edn. Blooming Books, Melbourne. 

Costermans, Leon (2009) Native Plants and Shrubs of South¬ 
eastern Australia, New Holland Publishers, Sydney. 
Nicholle, Dean (2006) Eucalypts of Victoria and Tasmania, 
Blooming Books, Melbourne. 


Grampians Stringybark E. 
serraensis 

Endemic to the Grampians, it is 
included on the You Yangs plant 
list where presumably it had 
been planted. It is a small, 
Mallee-like tree with scaly or 
fibrous bark on the lower part of 
the trunk but smooth on the 
upper branches. 

The leaves are short and broad, 
up to 110 mm long and 50 mm 
wide. 

The buds are in groups of 3 or 7, 
sessile on a short peduncle, up 
to 10 mm long and 10 mm wide. 
The opercula are very warty. 

The seed-capsules are 
hemispherical, up to 12 mm long 
but 18 mm wide, and warty in 
appearance. There are up to 5 
sharp, pointed valves projecting 
above the usually flat rim. 


Brown Stringbark 
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Out and about: Getting down to the bare bones 


...Valda Dedman 


B ill Honey came to me with an unusual request: how could he 
deflesh a couple of beach washed birds, a penguin and a 
gannet he had found at White's beach Torquay? He wanted to 
preserve their skeletons and he was thinking of using ants, and 
this was indeed an option. Meat Ants are not so called for 
nothing. Iridomyrmex purpureas, are sometimes called Gravel 
Ants because they live in enormous underground nests, whose 
mounded surface they decorate with small stones. They don't 
sting, like bull ants, but it is wise not to step on a Meat Ant 
mound, because they can come pouring out in their hundreds 
(there may be 64 000 in one nest) and they can and do bite. 

They are omnivorous, but are said to be able to clean up a dead 
animal left on top of the nest in a matter of weeks. Meat Ants live 
in gravelly soil in urban areas, woodland and heathland. They 
forage by day; other ants in the area may forage by night. One 
species of Meat Ant /. reburrusUom northern Australia is one of 
the few creatures that can safely eat cane toads. 

Well, after a bit of Googling, Bill and I decided that the best thing 
for him to do was to find a dead sheep on his property and 
collect some dermestid beetles Dermestes maculatus and set 
them to work on his specimens. You can buy a starter kit on the 
Internet, if you don't happen to have a dead sheep! Many people 
in the U.S. use these beetles to clean deer or bear skulls and 
they are commonly used in museums, where they can also be a 
problem if they escape into specimen drawers. They are 
sometimes called hide beetles (derm=skin) or museum beetles. 
The beetles are small and round but the larvae are hairy. In the 
wild, look for them underneath carcasses. Carpet beetles are 
also dermestids and it is untreated wool carpet that they 
particularly enjoy. If you find a great number in your house, it 
could indicate a dead animal or bird in your roof. The Australian 
carpet beetle Anthrenocerus australis is 2-3 mm long and dark 
with light markings. There are also three intro duced species. ^ 
Other dermestids, called Bow Beetles, infest 
violin cases, feeding on the bow hairs. 


After a lot more Googling and some reading I 
now know a great deal more about the clean 
-up brigade. If you are squeamish about 
beetle larvae and maggots and dead bodies, 
stop reading right now, but if you persist you 
just might find corpse fauna somewhat 
fascinating. A corpse is an ecosystem of its 
own. There is quite a succession of 
invertebrates that invade a dead body, and 
information on species and larval growth can 
be used in forensic science to determine the 
length of time a body has been dead before 
being found. Late arrivals are specialist scavengers that feed ■ 
on tendons and skin, rather than flesh, as the body dries out. 

Hide beetles are some of the most important animals present in 
the final stages of decomposition of a carcass. The adults and 
larvae are not predaceous and feed on the dried skin, tendons 
and bone left by the fly larvae. Hide beetles are the only beetle 
with the enzymes necessary for breaking down keratin, a protein 
component of hair, skin and nails. 

Dermestid beetles are one of the last insects to colonise a dead 
body, so Bill may have had to do by hand some of the ground 
work of defleshing. This can also be done by soaking a body in 


‘...the complete 
decomposition of a 
corpse involves a whole 
suite of much smaller 
organisms, all working 
towards the recycling of 
nutrients...’ 


warm water kept at a constant temperature in a sealed container, 
where bacteria break down the flesh in anaerobic conditions. 
Maceration is the term used for this controlled process and it is 
used by museums for cleaning large skeletons and is done after 
most of the flesh and internal organs are removed by hand. A 
dog make take a fortnight to deflesh. The cleaned bones still 
have to be degreased and this can be a problem and no one 
method has been adopted by all museums. Museum Victoria 
buried a beached humpback whale from Gippsland in sand for a 
year. Bacteria and sea lice almost completely broke down the 
tissues left after flenzing and the whale was recently exhumed 
and the bones scrubbed, dried, left in the sun to bleach and 
finally frozen. 

Bacteria, flies, beetles, mites and moths all help to break down a 
dead body. As well, there is an army of other organisms that live 
on or with these organisms. Bacteria start off the decomposition 
and then the flies move in. There are several species in Australia 
that lay their eggs in dead flesh. The Green Bottle Sheep 
Blowfly, Lucilia cuprina is not native, but occurs worldwide and is 
particularly nasty because it also inhabits garbage tips and 
causes blowfly strike in sheep. It occurs in drier areas than the 
very similar L. sericata, which does not attack live sheep tissue. 
Their maggots are smooth. Both species are among the first to 
invade a corpse, along with the Eastern Golden Haired Blowfly, 
Calliphora stygia, which invades our houses, attacks live sheep 
and is active during the colder months. Green Hairy Maggot 
Blowflies Chrysomya rufifacies arrive next. Large and metallic- 
green, they feed on the maggots already there, but their own 
tough, spiny maggots are often victims of parasitic wasps. While 
the corpse is still moist. House Flies Musca domestica like to 
suck up on any fluid, while Australophyra rostrata waits till other 
maggots have left to give its own the best chance of a feed. The 
^ yoiir>\A/- striped Fle sh Flies, from the family Sarcophagidae, lay 
live maggots instead of eggs, which take 24 
hours to hatch. If there is competition for 
laying sites, they may kick at other flies in 
their way. 


During the later stages of decomposition, a 
corpse begins to ferment and smell cheesy, 
and attracts cheese flies, such as the 
Australian Cheese Fly Piophila australis. 
These flies also attack ham and cheese and 
Cheese Skippers P. easel have been found 
in coffins buried 3 metres deep and in 
corpses 10 years old. 

Beetles which inhabit corpses generally have 
" d bl lui t larval development with only three instars (others may 
have five or more). Among the first to arrive are Rove Beetles 
from the family Staphylinidae, such as Aleochara 
haemorrhoidalis, which has a bright red tip to its tail. All those 
eggs and maggots around are a real feast for them. Rove 
Beetles moving through the grass can look more like worms than 
beetles, because they have very short elytra (wing covers), 
which makes their bodies very flexible. If disturbed, they can arch 
the tip of the abdomen over the back of the head. Although they 
have a very complicated wing folding procedure to stow way their 
normal-sized wings under their tiny covers, they can unfold them 
in a flash and be airborne within seconds. 
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Not all Rove Beetles are predators; however, the aptly-named 
Devil's Coach-horse Beetle Creophilus erythrocephalus (= red¬ 
headed flesh loverj, black with a bright red head, arrives early 
and stays late to the party because it has a long developmental 
time in the egg. It also tears open the pupal cases of fly larvae. 


Now the body is well on the way to decomposition, and a new 
suite of beetles, including the dermastids, may arrive, each with it 
own food niche. Carrion Beetles Ptomaphila (ptoma, Gk, dead 
body) lachrymosa are brown with black lumps on their elytra. 
They fly at night and are attracted to light. They can often be 
found by day hiding under dead carcasses such as roadkills. 
They find their prey by scent, not sight. P. perlata beetles need 
both live maggots and rotting flesh to survive and one can 
sometimes be seen walking around with a maggot in its jaws. 
This species is a very common Australian carrion beetle found 
across the southern half of Australia. It has been found in a wide 
range of habitats including rainforest, woodland, heaths and 
even associated with beach-washed seabirds. 

Carcass beetles are large beetles with very thick exoskeletons in 
dark dull colours, with knobby elytras. Their heads are bent 
downwards. All Australian species belong to the genus Omorgus. 
They are among the last beetles to inhabit a carcass and they 
feed on dried remains such as skin and ligaments. Both adults 
and larvae feed on the carcass and the larvae live in vertical 
burrows underneath it when they are not foraging. 

Clerids are elongate beetles that often have a metallic sheen or 
are coloured red or yellow. Both the larvae and the adults are 
predatory, feeding on other insects. The Ham beetle, Necrobia 
ruficolis is found worldwide and is common in the later stages of 
decomposition of a carcass. N. rufipes has red legs and can be a 
real pest of dried and smoked meats and fish, for the larvae bore 
in and feed on dried fat and pupate inside the empty pupal cases 


of flies, after sealing the opening with silk. They are valuable, 
though, for a final cleanup of a dead animal. 

Dung Beetles can also help, if the carcass is of a herbivorous 
mammal. These beetles, unlike most other beetles, do not chew, 
but have specialised mouthparts for fluid-feeding. 

And what role do mites play in this defleshing scenario? They are 
tiny, but there in their thousands from the beginning to the end of 
the process. Gamasid mites are there early, tyroglyphid mites 
feed on dry skin at the end. Some mites hitch a ride on Carcass 
Beetles. These mites feed on fly eggs and by so doing can 
reduce feeding competition between maggots and the beetles. 

Wasps parasitise either maggots or fly pupae, killing both in the 
process. Wasps from the family Pteromalidae prefer the pupae of 
the Green Hairy Maggot Blowfly. 

And yes, Marilyn, your beloved moths are needed as part of the 
cleanup. Some of the familiar clothes moths (Family Tineidae) 
feed on mammalian hair during their larval stages. Adult moths 
lay their eggs on a carcass after all the fly larvae have finished 
with it. On hatching, their larvae forage on any hair that remains. 
Monopis argillacea caterpillars carry silk cases around with them. 

So we have just about reached the end of our story. It could have 
started with a Wedge-tailed Eagle or a raven beside a road-killed 
kangaroo. They are both excellent agents in the beginning of the 
defleshing process; however the complete decomposition of a 
corpse involves a whole suite of much smaller organisms, all 
working towards the recycling of nutrients. 

References: 

Horne, P. & Crawford, D. (2005) Backyard Insects, Miegunyah Press, 
Carlton, Vic. 

http://australianmuseum.net.au/Corpse-Fauna 

http://australianmuseum.net.au/Meat-Ant 

Museum Victoria (2011) Field Guide to Victorian Fauna, Mobile Apps. 



Taken on Boxing Day at Point Henry—an Arctic Jaeger chasing 
a Silver Gull. Jaeger are summer visitors to our region from the 
Arctic region and are ‘arial pirates’. They chase and harass other 
sea birds to steal their catch. Fast and superb flyers there have 


been several sightings around Coho Bay over the last few weeks 
and even a sighting of several birds off St Kilda. Recently on 
Birdline there was a report of the larger Pomarine Jaeger also 
sighted in the bay area. Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Soul food 


...Janine Duffy 


Brown Honeyeaters and Red-collared 
Lorikeets called as we picked up our 
hire car. We drove away from the 
dawn. Hours to kill before hotel check 
in, but East Point always provides 
entertainment before late breakfast at 
Fannie Bay. 



Darwin is a west-facing city. It is a city 
of sunsets, not sunrises. West of the 
Darwin peninsula is the sea: beaches, 

parks, markets, places to eat. East of Darwin is a vast swathe of 
flatness, all the way to the Arnhem Land escarpment 300 km 
away. 


The staring marathon paid off—a chick 
emerged from the detritus! Playfully he 
walked towards his parent, who was 
Eastern Point Reserve beach Photo: Janine Duffy carrying something. The chick's beak 

was smaller, almost like a normal bird's, 
and he lacked the bold yellow, black and white patterning around 
the head. After feeding, the chick sat down amongst a pile of 
sticks and then it was an effort to locate him after each blink. 


the light in our eyes. There he was, higher up on the sand 
amongst the rocks and driftwood. He'd moved. Or had he? 
Moments later another Beach Stone-curlew flew in from the sea 
and landed where the male had been earlier! Whatever, now we 
had two. It's incredibly special to have your first sighting of a 
species, a lifer, and have two of them in view for extended 
moments. 


Which do you need more: food for the soul, or food for the 
stomach? On our last trip to the Top End we had to choose. 


One of the strange joys of a Darwin trip is the sparrow's fart 
arrival. Planes come into Darwin at odd times. So we always find 
ourselves at Darwin International Airport as the sun is rising, or 
well after it has set. It's a fine welcome—night is possibly the 
best part of a day in the tropics. The warmth is pleasant, the 
smells are enhanced, there is softness 
in the air that contrasts strongly with the 
eye-blinding, walk-into-a-pizza-oven 
heat of a Darwin dry-season day. 


Some lifers are unforgettable. You just 
want to stare at them forever, drinking in 
every tiny detail. It’s like you need to 
imprint them on your brain so that the 
creature is a part of you. Our eyes grew 
strained from peering through the 
binoculars. For relief, I took bad photo 
after bad photo knowing I had a big 
delete session coming on but doing it 
anyway. 


Darwin's most fascinating large park is East Point Reserve. In 
true Top End fashion, you drive north, then west to get to it. It's 
a peninsula poking out into Beagle Gulf. The name takes you 
back to another time, when cities and land transport were not the 
focus—the sea was. East Point marks the eastern beacon of one 
of the few safe harbours of the wild Top End, from a sailor’s point 
of view. Imagine the relief they would have felt seeing that 
promontory during a tropical storm, or after a long sea journey 
where supplies ran low. 

That morning, as the eastern headland woke up we listened to 
Bar-shouldered and Peaceful Doves, Olive-backed and Yellow 
Orioles and Australasian Figbirds, trillers. Brown, Rufous-banded 
and White-gaped Honeyeaters, Forest and Sacred Kingfishers. 
Orange-footed Scrubfowls scratched in the undergrowth, 
dolphins played in the shallows and a group of Grey-tailed 
Tattlers rested on a rock. But it was someone else that gave us 
the soul-food we will remember always. 

Some silhouettes are unmistakeable. The Beach Stone-curlew is 
one of those. Elegant—no. Delicate—certainly not. Comic—yes, 
that's getting closer. A bird embarrassed by its huge, unwieldy 
beak, further complicated by unfortunate splotches of yellow. 
Even never having seen one before, we knew it immediately. 

And it was BEAUTIFUL! 

As if ashamed by his appearance, the male* appeared to be 
hiding, standing in plain sight on the beach. In fact, his 
camouflage was so excellent that we could easily have missed 
him on the featureless sand. He watched us, we watched him, 
thrilled with our discovery. 

Unsatisfied with our view, we tried another angle back down the 
track. Relocating him was tricky—he was even harder to see with 


One parent (let's say the mother, though there's no way we could 
tell) walked up the beach a little out of our view. The 'father' flew 
back out to sea. Left alone, the chick got up and started to play 
with the debris around his hiding spot. He pulled out a whippy 
stick—the stick fought back! An hilarious tussle ensued. Each 
time the stick caught on the sand the chick would subdue it and 
wrestle it back into submission, when of course the stick would 
rise again! Birds can be very funny. Finally he walked up the 
beach to his mum and disappeared from our view. 

Lucky for us. Our souls were well fed, but our stomachs were 
rumbling! Breakfast at Fannie Bay was hours overdue, and if 
that baby Beach Stone-curlew had kept playing we might have 
starved happily watching him! 

Postscript: Beach Stone-curlews have a small population—only 
around 6 000 worldwide. Most of these are along Australia's 
north coast. They are threatened by beach disturbance—people 
walking along beaches especially with dogs, residential 
development along the coast, increased feral predators that 
come with humans, entanglement in fishing line and nets left by 
human activities. They only have one chick per year, so each 
baby is precious. For more go to BirdLife Australia: <http:// 
www.birdlife.org.au/bird-profile/beach-stone-curlew> and see 
their listing on the lUCN Red List: <http://www.iucnredlist.org/ 
details/22728621/0> 

*There seems to be no way of telling Beach Stone-curlew sexes 
apart, so this is just for the sake of the story. 

Janine Duffy 
Echidna Walkabout 
E: Janine(g)echidnawalkabout.com.au 
T: 03 9646 8249 
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Plover mothers 


...Deborah Evans 



8W family, 15 January 2014 


Photo: Jenny Carr 


R os Gibson, Jenny Carr, Chrissy Freestone, Felicity Thyer 
and I (and no doubt a number of other GFNC members, 
although Barry can’t qualify as a plover ‘mother’) have been 
guarding Hooded Plover chicks over the holiday season. There 
have been four nesting pairs along the stretch from 8W at Ocean 
Grove east to Point Lonsdale. The casualty rate is still high of 
course as the threats are legion, but hopefully our efforts will pay 
off in at least some fully-fledged chicks. One egg disappeared 
from the Point Lonsdale nest a few days before hatching; one of 
the two 8W chicks was taken by a dog off-leash; we’ve lost one 
of the two Collendina chicks at 6W (possibly to a kestrel) and the 
other Collendina nest was lost in the king tides over the weekend 
4-5 January, although they now have a new nest with two eggs. 

Being a ‘plover mother’ is both rewarding and frustrating. At 8W, 
which is unfortunately an off-leash dog beach, many locals were 
seen automatically putting dogs on leash as they approached the 
marker fence and a number stopped to ask how the chick was 
doing, complained about the owner whose dog took the second 
chick, strongly supported our work, and were seen stopping to 
watch the birds as they passed (mostly from a nice safe 
distance). Clearly the various signs and the local papers, not to 
mention the local bush telegraph, are helping get the message 
through. However, a handful of people (both locals and visitors) 
have been rude and uncooperative—‘My dog wouldn’t do that, 
he’s so well behaved’! 

I also had the experience of being on duty when the change 
came through on Sunday 5 January. It was quite amazing to 
watch the nice regular swell (being exploited by a lone surfer) 
change to complete chop, and to see the wind blow the waves 
up the beach. One could see how a nest could easily get buried 


(as has apparently happened) when gale force winds blow sand 
along the beach, or be swamped by high tides pushed even 
higher by the wind as happened at Collendina. 

Do go to the facebook page to see ‘our’ chicks and check their 
progress, https://www.facebook.com/hoodedplover 

And as we will have nests and chicks to look after for some time 
yet, if you can volunteer an hour or two here and there, please 
contact the local coordinator, Andrea Dennett: 
<andreadennett(g)bigpond.com> 

Postscript—the other ‘plovers’ 

From our beach conversations it’s obvious that there are still 
plenty of people who get the Masked Lapwing (ex Spur-winged 
Plover) and Hooded Plovers confused, and of course they then 
can’t understand why we are making such a fuss about 
protecting ‘plovers’! My lapwing chick in Highton, although now 
fully fledged, is still firmly refusing to leave home. It still doesn’t 
quite have its proper wattles although its plumage is now adult, 
and it is still slightly smaller and more slender than its parents if 
you look closely. I wonder what the trigger will be for its 
departure? 


STOP PRESS 

8W chick has taken to the air! 

Not bad for a chick raised on an off-leash dog beach, 
particularly as it’s thought to be about 40 years since a chick 
fledged at this beach I 
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Trying hard to fly. Photo: Jenny Carr 



Liftoff, 20 January 2014 Photo: Lachlan Manley 
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Butterfly report 


... Valda Dedman 


I t has been a good season for browns but a poor one for 
skippers. Common Browns have lived up to their name and it 
has been good to have so many reports of Xenicas, both 
Marbled and Ringed. The Ringed Xenica is one of my favourites. 
Like the Common Browns, the male Ringed Xenicas emerge 
before the females and the females rest up during the warmer 
months. The Varied Sword-grass Brown is very dark with a white 
band and two very large eyespots on the under hindwings. Its 
pattern varies across Australia; our local subspecies is Tisiphone 
aboena albifascia. Its larval foodplant in Victoria is the Red- 
fruited Saw-sedge Gahnia sieberiana. In 1993 the Knox 
Environment Society together with the Knox City Council initiated 
the Sword-grass Brown Butterfly Project to link the populations of 
the Sword-grass Brown at Wicks Reserve in the Old Joes Creek 
Retarding Basin in Boronia and increase genetic diversity. 

Locally the butterfly populations were threatened by urban 


development and destruction of Gahnia swamps. Gahnias were 
planted on parklands and in gardens and school grounds, and 
bollards carved with motifs of adults and larvae have been 
erected at several sites. 


Observers: DE, Deborah 
Evans; DTy, David 
Tytherleigh; GMc, 

Gordon McCarthy; JN, 

John Newman; LPh, 

Lorraine Phelan; TFI, 

Tom Fletcher; TL, Trevor 
Lumb; VWD, Valda 
Dedman 

Gahnia sp. 



Skipper sp. 

9/01/14 

Red River Track, Anglesea heath. None of any kind. HHeathland with small areas eucalypt, 
9-11.30 a.m. 

JN 

Greenish Grass-dart 

25/12/13 

12 Vaucluse Rise, Highton. 1 in/on garden, 4.30 p.m. 

JN 

Cabbage White 

1/12/13 

54 Woodlands Drive Ocean Grove. Numerous in garden 1-4 Dec. 

TFI 


25/12/13 

12 Vaucluse Rise, Highton. 1 in/on garden 4.30 p.m. 

JN 

Cabbage White 

8/01/14 

Cape Otway Rd, near Princes Hwy. 1 p.m., hundreds on roadside verges, floating around. 

JN 

Varied Sword-grass Brown 

29/12/13 

Yaugher, track along pine plantation off Boundary Rd. About 6; photographed (GMc) 

GMc, TFI 


9/01/14 

Red River Track, Anglesea heath. 1 in heathland with small areas of eucalypt, 

9-11.30 a.m. 

JN 

Xenica sp. 

29/12/13 

Yaugher, track along pine plantation off Boundary Rd. 1 

GMc, TFI 

Ringed Xenica 

21/12/13 

Gherang Gherang bushland. 1 on gravel track beside aqueduct, 11 a.m. 

JN, DTy, TL 


7/01/14 

Tanners Rd, Gherang. 1. [See photos inside front cover] 

JN 


8/01/14 

Off Forest Rd, towards Anglesea. 1 

JN 

Marbied Xenica 

21/12/13 

Gherang Gherang bushland. 4+, first for season, 11 a.m. 

JN, DTy, TL 


21/12/13 

Tanners Rd, Paraparap. 1 

JN, DTy, TL 


7/01/14 

Tanners Rd, Gherang. Numerous. 

JN 


9/01/14 

Red River Track, Anglesea heath. 10+, heathland with small areas of eucalypt, 

9-11.30 a.m. 

JN 

Common Brown 

26/11/13 

Gum Flat Rd. 1 female 4.30 p.m., first for season. 

JN 


30/11/13 

Anglesea heath. Several females, 1 female being heavily pursued by male. Sunny afternoon. 

JN 


1/12/13 

54 Woodlands Drive Ocean Grove. 4 in garden. 

TFI 


13/12/13 

69 North Valley Rd Highton. Males in garden most days until Xmas. 

VWD 


19/12/13 

69 North Valley Rd Highton. 9 a.m., before 42 degree heat 1 female in garden. 

VWD 


19/12/13 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove. 5 feeding on flowers of butterfly bush, 19-21 Dec. 

TFI 


21/12/13 

Gherang Gherang bushland. Many dozens. More females than males, 11 a.m. 

JN, DTy, TL 


25/12/13 

12 Vaucluse Rise, Highton. 2 males & 2 females in /on garden 4.30 p.m. 

JN 


26/12/13 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. Male, photographed 

DTy 


29/12/13 

Yaugher, track along pine plantation off Boundary Rd. Numerous. 

GMc, TFI 


2/01/14 

69 North Valley Rd Highton. Open-winged male soaking up sun for 7 mins, from 8.20 a.m., 
then flew. 

VWD 


7/01/14 

Tanners Rd, Gherang. Many females and a few males. 

JN 


9/01/14 

Red River Track, Anglesea heath, m and 10+ f in heathland with small areas of eucalypt, 
9-11.30 a.m. 

JN 

Meadow Argus 

29/12/13 

Yaugher, track along pine plantation off Boundary Rd. 1 

GMc, TFI 

Austraiian Painted Lady 

1/12/13 

54 Woodlands Drive Ocean Grove. 1 or 2 in garden. 

TF 


21/12/13 

Gherang Gherang bushland. Several, 11 a.m. 

JN, DTy, TL 


26/12/13 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. Ouite a few feeding on flowering buddleia, photographed. 

DTy 


29/12/13 

Yaugher, track along pine plantation off Boundary Rd. 10 

GMc, TFI 


7/01/14 

Tanners Rd Gherang. Several. 

JN 


9/01/14 

Red River Track, Anglesea heath. 1 in heathland with small areas of eucalypt, 

9-11.30 a.m. 

JN 

Yeiiow Admirai 

30/11/13 

Baums weir, Fyansford. 3 males. 

LPh, DE 


26/12/13 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. Ouite a few feeding on flowering buddleia, photographed. 

DTy 

Monarch 

12/12/13 

Ocean Grove to Barwon Heads Rd. 1 fluttering just above car height. 

TFI 

Common Grass-biue 

1/12/13 

54 Woodlands Drive Ocean Grove. At least 3 each day 1-4 Dec in garden. 

TFI 


5/12/13 

54 Woodlands Drive Ocean Grove. 3 

TFI 


25/12/13 

12 Vaucluse Rise, Highton. 1 in/on garden 4.30 p.m. 

JN 


26/12/13 

Geelong Botanic Gardens. A few around main entrance area, photographed. 

DTy 


9/01/14 

Red River Track, Anglesea heath. 5+ in heathland with small areas of eucalypt, 

9-11.30 a.m. 

JN 
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European Goldfinch Photo: Susan Kruss 


Large-leaved form of Bursaria spinosa, 

Photo: Diana Primrose 


GFNC excursion: Baums Weir 


18 January 2104 

...Deborah Evans & Barry Lingham 


Basalt weathering. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Old basalt quarry. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


The final list of 45 species shows 
the value of this habitat to our local 
birds. It’s also a delightful stretch of 
the river for an enjoyable half-day 
stroll. 


Some of us climbed to the Mt Wombat lookout which gave a very 
good view across the river flats where the Moorabool and 
Barwon Rivers meet and across to the cliffs at Newtown. We 
then continued down to where the path ends at the old paper mill 
which is still in private ownership, and then retraced our steps at 
a somewhat brisker pace to be back at our cars by midday. 

This part of the Barwon River has developed a reputation as a 
great birdwatching area. The river and the riparian zone harbour 
a range of species and this section also has the addition of 
forested areas and grasslands. One of the first sightings was the 
beautifully marked Crested Shrike-tit. This woodland species has 
become harder to find around Geelong, so it is good to note that 
it is still present. 

There were a range of water birds present. Some discussion 
took place relating to how to distinguish female Chestnut Teal 
from Grey Teal. The amount of grey around the throat and 
general colour of the birds helped to finally identify them. While 
exploring the old bluestone quarry, we noted the impressive sight 
a group of seven Whistling Kites circling in a thermal above us. 

At the top of the hill, another large raptor was identified as a 
Black Kite. It was continually rotating its forked tail to assist it to 
manoeuvre in the wind. 


O h the relief when Saturday’s temperature was 23° after 
we’d all sweltered through the week of 40° heat and had 
our fingers crossed that the change would come through as 
promised! Assembling nice and early with some clever parking 
to get a surprising number of cars in the little carpark at the 
canoe ramp, we set off upstream, adding to the bird list, checking 
out some of the riverine plants and admiring the plantings that 
GFNC members Helen and Lance look after in conjunction with 
the extensive work done by the Friends of Buckleys Falls along 
both sides of the river. There is only a short section of track 
available upstream, although it is still hoped that the path might 
eventually be extended as far as the ring road with a pedestrian 
bridge across the river and path on the southern bank 
constructed to enable a loop track to be completed. More 
plantings on the southern bank will also hopefully provide a 
future screen for the extensive housing developments currently 
going up there. 


After a quick morning tea back at the cars, we set off 
downstream. This part of the Barwon River cuts through the 
basalts that flowed down the ancestral Barwon about two million 
years ago, creating deposits thick enough to develop some 
columnar jointing and provide quarries for building stone and 
aggregate for roads. The presence of the basalt was also a boon 
for the nineteenth century builders of the water races to supply 
water to a flour mill on the south bank and the paper mill on the 
north bank. The largest of the quarries is now being used as a 
waste disposal site, but smaller quarries along the river make 
good spots to get up close to study the basalt structure and the 
weathering features. We discovered some old basalt stone work 
hidden in the grass in one quarry that indicated somebody had 
tried to set up a little garden, but who, when and for what we 
haven’t yet found out. 


_ Bird list _ 

Grey Teal 
Chestnut Teal 
Pacific Black Duck 
Spotted Dove 
Crested Pigeon 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Great Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
White-faced Heron 
Australian White Ibis 
Whistling Kite 
Black Kite 
Purple Swamphen 
Dusky Moorhen 
Eurasian Coot 
Gal ah 

Little Corella 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Brown Thornbill 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Crested Shrike-tit 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Australian Magpie 
Grey Fantail 
Willie Wagtail 
Little Raven 
Magpie-lark 

Australian Reed-Warbler 
Little Grassbird 
Silvereye 

Welcome Swallow 
Fairy Martin 
Tree Martin 
Common Blackbird 
Common Myna 
Red-browed Finch 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 
European Goldfinch 
Common Greenfinch 
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Bird observations 


December 2013-January 2014 

...John Newman & Barry Lingham 


T he summer bird report for December 2013 and January 
2014 comprises many records from the Challenge Bird 
Count (CBC) that covered two routes over early December—the 
coastal strip of Surf Coast and the Bellarine Peninsula one 
weekend, and the drier forests and grasslands of the Brisbane 
Ranges, You Yangs and Lara area another weekend. Good 
numbers of Blue-billed Ducks at Durdidwarrah were a highlight of 
the larger reservoirs. Great Crested Grebes have been recorded 
around both bay and lake habitats locally. 

Breeding Tawny Frogmouths at the You Yangs have again 
successfully raised young at this favoured site. Fork-tailed Swifts 
over Lake Victoria were a seldom seen treat for Angus 
Hartshorn, reminding us to keep our eyes on the skies when 
storms appear. A good number and variety of raptor records 
were spread over this reporting period with Grey Goshawk 
sightings perhaps the most notable, all being our usual white 
morph birds. 

Summer is traditionally wader season and the wonderful array of 
records covering seventeen species from numerous locations 
and habitats reinforce what an important area the Bellarine 
Peninsula is for wading birds. A Whimbrel on the Barwon Estuary 


was the most noteworthy individual. Arctic Jaegers off Point 
Henry put on an acrobatic display over several sessions for 
David Tytherleigh who managed great photographs of the birds 
harassing Silver Gulls. 

The Eastern Koel records have continued to trickle in and 
Rainbow Bee-eaters and Brown Treecreepers continue to utilise 
their usual haunts at Wooloomanata. Elusive Anglesea 
heathland species including Rufous Bristlebird, Southern Emu- 
wren and Chestnut-rumped Heathwren have been sighted locally 
and Satin Flycatchers have been recorded from numerous 
locations and habitats. 

Observers: AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
Lingham; CBC, Challenge Bird Count; CFr, Chrissie Freestone; CPo, 
Cathy Powers; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GGa, Geoff Gayner; GGt, Geoff 
Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GP, Graeme Possingham; GT, Graeme 
Tribe; GWh, Glenn White; HSc, Helen Schofield; JBe, John Bell; JCrr, 
Jenny Carr; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LBr, Lance 
Breguet; MAT, Mary-Anne Thorpe; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; PT, Peter Turner; 
RGa, Rob Ganly; RT, Rosemary Turner; SKr, Susan Kruss; TFI, Tom 
Fletcher; TL, Trevor Lumb; WBu, Wendy Busch; WH, Bill Honey. 


Species 

No. 

Date 

Comment 

Observers 

Magpie Goose 

5 

02/12/13 

Reedy Lake, Moolap Station Rd end. 

CBC 

Musk Duck 

1 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Upper Stony Creek Reservoir. Male displaying. 

CBC 


1 

22/01/14 

Corio Bay, Drumcondra. F feeding only 20 m off-shore. 

BL, BML 

Freckied Duck 

20 

02/12/13 

Lake Lome. 

CBC 


c70 

31/12/13 

McLeod's Waterholes. Still present. None present 16/1/14. 

GMc 

Cape Barren Goose 

45 

08/12/14 

Lara. 15 in paddock on Flinders Av; 30 in paddock on Windermere Rd, opp Serendip. 

CBC 

Austraiasian Shoveier 

1 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Upper Stony Creek Reservoir. Eclipse M. 

CBC 

Biue-biiied Duck 

65 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Durdidwarrah Sth Reservoir. Several Ms with blue bills. 

CBC 


4 

02/12/13 

Lake Lome. 

CBC 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

60 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Durdidwarrah Sth Reservoir. 

CBC 

Great Crested Grebe 

6 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Durdidwarrah Sth Reservoir. 

CBC 


2 

02/12/13 

L Connewarre. 

CBC 


19 

12/01/14 

L Victoria. 

JN,TL, WBu 


7 

08/12/14 

Limeburners Lagoon. 

CBC 


7 

26/12/13 

Pt Henry, Windmill Rd. Small raft in water just offshore. 

DTy 

Tawny Frogmouth 

2 

28/12/13 

Torquay, Horsehoe Bend Rd. Nesting in fork of eucalypt. 

JBe 


4 

02/01/14 

You Yangs, Nr Park Ofice. 2 adults with 2 fledged chicks. 

SKr 

Fork-taiied Swift 

30 

15/01/14 

L Victoria. Circling and flying slowly east. 

AHn 

Shy Aibatross 

1 

04/01/14 

Collendina. Beach washed bird bw 8W and 9W. 

CFr 

Austraiasian Darter 

17 

07/01/14 

Balyang Sanctuary, S bank river. 5 nests, 2 with adults sitting appeared to be re-used, at least one 
seems new with adult sitting. 2 fledglings, 7 juveniles, 4 M, 2F. Also 2 males. 

RT, PT 

Littie Pied Cormorant 

C80 

07/01/14 

Balyang Sanctuary, S bank river. 17 nests with birds sitting. About 4 perched, plus others flying in 
and out. NW end main lake: 15-20 nests, some new, many perched, some feeding in lake. 

RT, PT 

Austraiian Peiican 

150 

02/12/13 

L Connewarre. Large numbers of water birds on the lake. 

CBC 

Whistiing Kite 

3 

04/01/14 

Serendip. Ad feeding 2 juveniles on kill in long grass. 

GMc, MAT, GGa 

Biack Kite 

1 

08/12/14 

Anakie. Over plains. 

CBC 


2+ 

03/01/14 

Mannerim, Bellarine Rail Trail. Pr seen nr Sheppards Rd and another bird later at Swan Bay Rd. 

BL, BML 

Coiiared Sparrowhawk 

1 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Steiglitz area. 

CBC 


1 

24/12/13 

Jan Juc, Clubhouse Rd. Ad F landed on low open perch, then flew off accompanied by alarm calls. 

GGt 


1 

02/12/13 

Swan Bay, nr jetty. 

CBC 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

11/01/14 

Bellbrae, Vickery's Rd. White morph, probable F. Perched in tree beside road. 

BL, BML, TFI 


1 

29/11/13 

Grasstree Park. White Morph. Flushed from gumtree roost. 

GGt 


1 

20/12/13 

Marcus Hill, Bellarine Hwy. White morph perched in dead tree. 

TFI 

Spotted Harrier 

1 

08/12/14 

Anakie. Ad quartering slowly over crop; Windermere Rd. 

CBC 


1 

19/12/13 

L Connewarre, Considines Rd. Perched on fencepost. 

JN 


1 

21/12/13 

L Modewarre, Lewis Rd, Buckley school Rd and Waltons Rd. Possibly more than one present. 

JN,TL, DTy 

Wedge-taiied Eagie 

3 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Upper Stony Creek Reservoir. 3, inci 2 imms circling OH. 

CBC 


2 

20/12/13 

Fyansford. 2 birds circling; one performing a pot-hook ownership display. 

RGa, WH 


2 

29/12/13 

Moriac. App 5 km S of township. Pr perched in a tree. 

TFI, GMc 


2+ 

14/01/14 

Ocean Grove NR. Birds still at nest to W of OGNR 

BL 

Austraiian Hobby 

1 

04/12/13 

Nth Geelong, McKellar Centre. Flying low and stooping towards trees. 

DTy 

Peregrine Faicon 

1 

09/01/14 

Freshwater Creek. Attacking a tight wheeling flock of corellas and galahs. 

BL, BML 


1 

02/12/13 

Lake Lome. 

CBC 


1 

02/12/13 

Pt Henry. Nesting in power pylon nr Windmill Rd. 

CBC 

Broiga 

2 

16/01/14 

Hospital Swamp. Most northern pond, surrounded by reeds. 

JN,TL 

Buff-banded Raii 

2 

01/12/13 

Jerringot, opp birdhide. Ad with small chick. 

DTy 

Austraiian Spotted Crake 

1 

02/12/13 

Blue Waters Lake. 

CBC 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

21/01/14 

Barwon Estaury, rock platform below the Bluff. Rarely seen at this location. 

BL, GT 
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Species 

No. 

Date 

Comment 

Observers 

Black-winged Stilt 

191 

16/01/14 

Hospital Swamp. Most northern pond, surrounded by reeds. 

JN, TL 


66 

03/01/14 

Moolap Saltworks, SW ponds nr Portarlington Rd. 

DTy 

Red-necked Avocet 

4 

29/12/13 

Bancoora Beach. Standing in shallows of sea at low tide. 

GGt 


4 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Durdidwarrah Sth Reservoir. In shallow water. Unusual here. 

CBC 


2 

11/01/14 

Jan Jac, Beach E of Life Saving Club. Low tide, on wet sand with 20 Silver Gulls. 

GGt 


60 

03/01/14 

Moolap Saltworks, SW ponds nr Portarlington Rd. 

DTy 

Pacific Golden Plover 

8+ 

21/01/14 

Barwon Estuary, rock platform at river mouth. 

BL, GT 


29 

02/12/13 

Blue Rocks. Roosting among rocks. 

CBC 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

80 

02/12/13 

Hospital Swamp, nr levee bank 

CBC 

Masked Lapwing 

40 

02/12/13 

Lake Lome. Flying flock of 40. 

CBC 

Latham's Snipe 

2 

17/12/13 

Balyang Sanctuary. 

RT, PT 


2 

02/12/13 

Blue Waters Lake. 

CBC 


2 

04/01/14 

L Lome. 

JCrr 


1 

21/12/13 

Wensleydale. On farm dam. First record at this site. 

JN, TL, DTy 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

70 

02/12/13 

Barwon Estuary, opp Ocean Grove boat ramp. 

CBC 

Whimbrel 

1 

02/12/13 

Barwon Estuary, opp Ocean Grove boat ramp. 

CBC 

Eastern Curlew 

5 

02/12/13 

Barwon Estuary, opp Ocean Grove boat ramp. 

CBC 

Common Greenshank 

15 

03/01/14 

Moolap Saltworks, SW ponds nr Portarlington Rd. 

DTy 

Marsh Sandpiper 

50+ 

16/01/14 

Hospital Swamp, most northern pond. Surrounded by reeds. 

JN,TL 

Ruddy Turnstone 

5 

14/01/14 

Blue Rocks. One bird with yellow leg-flag (banded in Broome). 

AHn 

Red Knot 

1 

12/01/14 

L Murtnagurt. 

JN, TL, WBu 


2 

12/01/14 

L Victoria. 

JN, TL, WBu 

Red-necked Stint 

800+ 

21/01/14 

Barwon Estaury, rock platform at river mouth. 

BL,GT 


980 

12/01/14 

L Murtnagurt. 

JN, TL, WBu 


c650 

12/01/14 

L Victoria. 

JN,TL, WBu 

Wader sp. 

cl 800 

16/01/14 

Hospital Swamp. Mixed group. Most northern pond, surrounded by reeds. 

JN,TL 

Curlew Sandpiper 

c650 

12/01/14 

L Victoria. A Curlew Sandpiper banded L leg blue above yellow, R orange: suggests a bird banded 
both in Bohai Bay China and Victoria. 

JN, TL, WBu 

Painted Button-quail 

1 

03/12/13 

Anglesea Heath, Forest Rd nr Flaxbournes Rd. Bird sitting on road shoulder. 

JN 

Arctic Jaeger 

4 

26/12/13 

Pt Henry. Dark morphs. Harassing Crested Terns and Silver Gulls for food bw the point and Alcoa 
pier. [See photo p. 8] 

DTy 

Fairy Tern 

2 

12/01/14 

L Victoria. 

JN,TL, WBu 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

2 

02/12/13 

Bellbrae. 

CBC 

Little Corella 

many 

25/12/13 

Portarlington. Lg flock inspecting hollows 

GMc 

Little Lorikeet 

1 

15/12/13 

Wensleydale. Flew over heading S. Rarely noted here. 

JN 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 

4 

08/12/14 

Wooloomanata. 

CBC 

Australian King-Parrot 

1 

09/01/14 

Anglesea Heath, Red River Tk. Flying through forest. Not often seen here. 

JN 


1 

20/01/14 

Ocean Grove, Kalinga Rd. Possible escapee or extension of range. 

BL, BML 

Eastern Koel 

1 

07/01/14 

Balyang Sanctuary. Hd calling from eucalypt. 

PC 


1 

25/11/13 

Highton. Calling from the top of Highton Hill nr Montpellier Basin. First hd this season. At Highton 
Cemetery and in Morton Bay fig nr Carramar Ct on 26/11. 

JN 


1 

30/11/13 

Highton, Hd calling. Exact date as first call last year. Hd regularly till 14/1/14. 

GP, JPo 


1 

21/12/13 

Highton, Barwon River. Hd. 

GWh 


1 

01/12/13 

Ocean Grove. In vicinity of Valda cres. Called regularly for 2 weeks. 

BL, BML 

Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 

1 

07/12/13 

Karaaf Wetlands. 

GGt 

Southern Boobook 

1 

09/01/14 

Greater Otway NP, Sheoak Picnic Ground. Perched in tree above track. 

BL, BML 


1 

21/12/13 

Newtown, Barwon River area. Hd calling. 

CFr 

Laughing Kookaburra 

1 

13/01/14 

GBG. Unusual in the gardens. 

JPo 

Sacred Kingfisher 

1 

17/12/13 

Balyang Sanctuary. Moved between several trees. 

RT, PT 


2 

14/12/13 

Oueens Park. In dead tree. 

HSc, LBr 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

4 

08/12/14 

Wooloomanata. 

CBC 

Brown Treecreeper 

4 

08/12/14 

Wooloomanata. 

CBC 

Satin Bowerbird 

1 

15/12/13 

Wensleydale. Imm male at bower. Usually moved on by this time. 

JN 

Southern Emu-wren 

2 

02/12/13 

Grasstree Park. Several seen in SW corner of park in heathland. 

CBC 

Rufous Bristlebird 

3 

05/01/14 

Jan Juc. Several birds calling along clifftop walk to Bells Beach. 

BL, BML 

Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 

2 

09/01/14 

Anglesea Heath, Red River Tk. Calling loudly from low heath at 2 sites. 

JN 

Weebill 

6 

08/12/14 

Wooloomanata. 

CBC 


2 

08/12/14 

You Yangs, nr Info Centre. 

CBC 

White-eared Honeyeater 

20 

24/12/13 

Anglesea Heath, Coalmine Rd. At several sites. 

AHn 

Varied Sittella 

5 

24/12/13 

Anglesea Heath, Coalmine Rd. 

AHn 


6 

10/01/14 

Gherang Gherang Bushland. 3 immature birds noisily associated with 3 adults. 

JN 

White-winged Triller 

2 

02/12/13 

Balliang, Brisbane Rd at base of Brisbane Ranges. M and F. 

CPo 


6 

02/12/13 

Ironbark Basin. 

CBC 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 

07/01/14 

Balyang Sanctuary. First sighting by us at Balyang. 

RT, PT 


1 

07/01/14 

Highton. First record for our garden 

RT, PT 


1 

16/01/14 

Highton, Harrison Crt. Rare visitor to our garden. 

GP 


1 

24/12/13 

Newtown, Gairloch Av. Calling and preening in tree. 

CFr 


1 

19/12/13 

Wensleydale. Calling from garden. 

JN 

White-browed Woodswallow 

1 

08/12/14 

You Yangs, nr Info Centre. 

CBC 

Dusky Woodswallow 

8 

08/12/14 

Anakie. Pr feeding 3 nestlings, nest behind bark on trunk of mature eucalypt. 

CBC 

Rufous Fantail 

2 

09/01/14 

Greater Otway NP, Kalimna Falls Walk. 

BL, BML 


1 

02/12/13 

Ironbark Basin. Rarely seen in area in summer. 

CBC 

Australian Raven 

1 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Steiglitz area. 

CBC 

Satin Flycatcher 

1 

24/12/13 

Anglesea Heath, Coalmine Rd. M bird in forest. 

AHn 


1 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Stony Creek Picnic Ground. 

CBC 


2 

02/12/13 

Ironbark Basin. 

CBC 


1 

21/12/13 

Pt Lonsdale, Santa Monica Bv. 

AHn 


2 

06/01/14 

Wensleydale, Tanners Rd. Pr calling noisily. 

JN 

Restless Flycatcher 

1 

08/12/14 

Lara. 

CBC 

Jacky Winter 

4 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Steiglitz area. Pr tending nest on high horizontal fork. 

CBC 


2 

08/12/14 

Wooloomanata. 

CBC 

Fairy Martin 

50 

02/12/13 

Hospital Swamp. 

CBC 

Tree Martin 

30 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Durdidwarrah Sth Reservoir. Majority juveniles. 

CBC 

Bassian Thrush 

1 

24/12/13 

Anglesea Heath, Coalmine Rd. 

AHn 

Mistletoebird 

7 

08/12/14 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Steiglitz area. Pr feeding nestlings. 

CBC 
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GFNC excursion 


Sunday 16 February 2014 
Barwon Heads Bluff 

This excursion wiii be a iittie different as we wiii be starting iater 
and finishing in the evening to catch the iow tide (and miss the 
hot part of the day). 

Meet: 3.00 p.m. at the Lobster Pot museum iocated in Jetty Rd, 
Barwon Heads, it is past the caravan park offices but before The 
Heads restaurant. Parking avaiiabie nearby, but it may be 
crowded if it is warm weather. We wiii expiore the history, fish 
tanks and information in the Lobster Pot and then compiete a 
ciifftop rambie around the top of the Biuff before a picnic tea. At 
iow tide, we wiii descend to the rock piatform and check the rock 
poois. if the sweii is iow, it may be possibie to snorkei. Finish 
around 8:00 p.m. 

Bring: Chiidren, picnic tea (or get fish and chips), drinks, snacks, 
wet weather gear, hat, binocuiars, sunscreen, towei. Footwear 
shouid be worn at aii times on the rock piatform (wetsuit boots, 
reef creepers, sandais or oid running shoes). Bathers under 
shorts/ pants and t-shirt in case the water is above knee-deep. 
Teiescopes are handy to check for roosting waders. A change of 
dry ciothes to keep in the car for the drive home. An iPad or 
iPhone with the downioaded Friends of the Biuff award-winning 
app that shows aii the fiora and fauna, inciuding the sheiis, 
crabs, fish and seaweeds. 

More information contact: Barry Lingham 5255 4291 


Summer wader count 
Fri 7, Sat 8, Sun 9 Feb 2014 

No experience needed, and there are different routes to suit aii 
ieveis of fitness. This is the peak of the wader season. 

Contact John Newman 
iittiehouse3(g)bigpond.com.au 
5243 8685 or 040 9955313 


Mailing roster 

February: Jan Venters 
March: Chrissy Freestone 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Jerringot 
27 February 2014 

Meet: 9 a.m. at the bird hide in the road ieading to Barwon Vaiiey 
goif ciub, just near where the Barwon Heads Road meets 
Settiement Road. 

Bring: binos, suitabie ciothing, hat, water and morning tea. 
Enquiries: Cheryi 5261 6250. 


Clean Up Australia Day 

Sunday 2 March 2014, 9-11 a.m. 

Bird hide, Jerringot Reserve, Belmont 
(Melway 452 All) 

it’s on again, the war against cigarette butts, poiystyrene foam 
and non-decomposing CoGG parking tickets, not to mention the 
botties, piastic and takeaway food containers! Heip us keep the 
wetiands free of things that don’t do the digestive systems of 
ducks any good, it doesn’t take us iong if we are joined by Scout 
groups and other visitors as we have been in past years, but if 
we don’t get any visitors joining us, then a heaithy team of fieid 
nats wouid be great. 

Bring: Gioves, sturdy footwear or gumboots, hat, sunscreen, 
sungiasses, water and of course the mandatory fieid nats 
morning cuppa. 

Leader: Deborah Evans ph. 5243 8687 and 0424 292 447 on 
the day. 


Advance notice 
Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
11 March 2014 

Ben Zeeman—Vegetation changes at OGNR 





yr 
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Vacant 
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Deborah Evans 5243 

8687 

deborah.evans(g)deakinprime.com 

Secretary 

Deborah Evans 5243 

8687 

deborah.evans(a)deaki nprime.com 

Treasurer 

Peter Turner 5241 

2654 

presturner(g)ozemail.com.au 

Membership Officer 

Vacant 



Minute Secretary 
Committee Member 

Ros Gibson 5254 

3220 
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Elissa Ashton-Smith 0438 
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Barry Lingham 5255 
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Lorraine Phelan 5243 
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Editor 
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Fauna Survey Group 
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General Meeting Minutes 
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Mid-week Bird Group Convener Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 
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Coming events 


FEBRUARY 2014 

MARCH 2014 

4 

General Meeting: Frank Scheeling—Spiders 

2 

‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 

6-9 

Fauna survey: You Yangs, part 2 

4 

General Meeting: Beth Ross—^Weeds 

7-9 

Summer wader count: John Newman 

6-9 

Fauna survey: Stony Rises 

16 

Excursion: The Bluff, Barwon Heads 

8 

Mothing at Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

20 

Bird Group: Meeting—Peter Menkhorst 

11 

Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Ben 

27 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Jerringot. Leader: 


Zeeman—Vegetation changes at OGNR 


Cheryl West Lau 

16 

Excursion: NW Port Phillip Bay 



19 

Cadets: Meeting 



20 

Bird Group: Meeting 



27 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 24 February 2014 . 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning— 
to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: lphelan(a)bigpond.com.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 
G4] 
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